


California Zephyr 

Eine< der benlhmtestsnameriksnlschen UJXUS· 
zijge ,_ deo 50. Geburtstag. 1949 WUl'<le de< 
.Ca1I1Qrnia Zephyr'" Onside< sage,, nur .CZ") al$ 
Ge,, .. .schaftspo,ekldeo'Bal1ngesailscha 
Cllicago. Blringlon & Ouo,cy. Oenwt & Alo� 
West em und Western Paafic in Dloost gestelll 
Die Route rotute von Cl1IC8gO em Mdligan-See 
Qbe, Oe,,ver / Colorado ...cl Salt Lake Cily / Utah 
nacl! Oaldanci "'Cal,fom..,, dur<;ll hemiche Uinc:1-
schafien der USA. Das atlraktive Palom10 war 
.,_,_ Tei! des Konzepts. Im Zug waren 
stets mehrere Ausslc:htSWageo Vista Dome und 
am Ende .., Oome Ol:is<rvatiOn e,ngeseui Iler 
.cz· warder erste �•e .OomeJinet" 

Ilia be1e,ligten Bahngesel!schal stflllten lolto­
mollven und rollendes Matenal im Ve!hallnts he, 
Strecl<enallleile So waten doe ZOge mets! gemlsc:ht 
.,... Vlagen ml1 An$dlnlten C8&0, O&RGW ode,­
WP zusam.,,..,geslelll, clie e,nzelnen Typen waren 
� baUg1eicll ausge!illvl B«s 1975 umfasste 
de< gesamte Pool fur den .er 77 wagon, die 
ndlvidoetle Nanon t,ugen . .,.,., .s,,,er Anteklpe" 
bis ,s.iv,,, Veile,/". Oie l..okcmotiVen stamml8<1 
,io,w,egencjaU$den T� E und F der 
Electto-Mobve DMs>on von General Mo1ors una 
""""' in -Ragel zur Draifachtraktiofl gekuppeft 
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E,n gr06erTeaderursprungt,chen Wagen wurde 
in den 78et-Jahreo _, Amtrak ubemommen, doe 
clie Streda> des .caldamla Zapl!yr" vnmer noch 
beuelbt. Heulew,rdallerd',ngs�SWl­
dardmatenal eingesetzt, lti!slung und l<omrort sincl 
�Id, und niCht mehr doe Oomaneder 
gro6en Jlame Ttain$·. 

California zephyr 

Qoool the most famous Amencan luxury traalS Is 
celebrallngds 50m birthday. In 1949 the "Calilomoa 
Zephyr" Pnslde<s ju$t say ·cz, W<1$ place(! into 
se<w:e as a pnt i:,,OleClol rhe Chicago, Boding­
ton & Quincy. DenW!t & Rio Grande Western, 
anci Westem Padllc Rallmads. The route led Imm 
Chicago on Lake Mielllgan""' Oen...-, Colorado 
and Salt Lake Qty. Utah to Oaklanc:I n Q,l,bnia 
through the marlelous landscapes of the USA. 
1lle attractr.ra pat tQlai:na was at\ essenttal pan of 
the concept. 5'M!ral v,sla domes were always 
port ot tl>e tram's COOSISt. including a dome obse,­
vatJOO at the end The "CZ- W<I$ the r.-st of the 
so-called "00melln$$. 

The tallroads partlcipamg Ill Ille oper.ll,on ol the 
"'"" prov,ded locomotives and rolf,ng stacl< " 
proportion to tt,e,,share of Ille rout,, The tra,n 
was usually compQSe(j or a""" of ears letle<ed 
lorce&O, D&RGW ocWP: all of the cars wen, 
s,rnilat ,n design. Up to 1975 lhe erni<a pool of cars 
ror the ·or lolaled 77 units that bore indMdua: 
names Imm "Silver Antelope" to "Sil...-Valley• 
The 19(;,omotives came c:toefty frorn the Eleetro­
Mouve OMs.on ol General Molor$andwen>gen,>­
ra1y_,,1ed In multiples of ttvee. 

A large part ot the original car.; "'- acquired by 
Amlr8l< in the 70$. v.h.:h d opetates lhe toUle ot 

lhe •Celifornla Z&pltyr". Today modem, Slandard 
design rolhng stock Is used of course: seMCe and 
comlo<I are a matter of course and no longer the 
domain ol lhegrea! name lraios. 
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